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A look at selected readings from the 
week's lectionary through the lens of 
discipleship and disciple-making. 
  
Baptism of the Lord 

Revised Common Lectionary Year C 

Sunday, January 13th Luke 3:15-17, 21-22; Acts 8:14-17 

Wednesday, January 16th  Luke 11:33-36 

Saturday, January 19th Luke 11:14-23 
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Baptism of the Lord 

We encountered part of the primary lectionary text from Luke just a few weeks ago during the Third Sunday of 

Advent. Today though, we mark the end of the Christmas season as we celebrate the beginning of Jesus' public 

ministry. Jesus presents Himself to John to be baptized in the River Jordan. As He emerges out of the water the 

entire Trinity is present, inaugurating Jesus' ministry to bring about God's rule. On this day we also celebrate our 

own baptism as in such waters we have been buried with Christ, cleansed of our sin, and resurrected in Christ to a 

new life in which we share in His ministry.  

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

As the people were in expectation, and all were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he 

might be the Christ, John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier 

than I is coming, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy 

Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into 

his barn, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” (vv. 15-17) 

Luke portrays John as an apocalyptic prophet. The apocalypse was about to occur and the present evil age would 

end brining about a new age. The passage opens with such messianic expectation of the crowds. They are 

expecting a Messiah who will restore the political fortunes of Israel. However, the Messiah who will appear in a 

few verses will shatter the expectations of the people. He will be a Messiah more concerned with spiritual 

transformation of individuals rather than the fortunes of a nation. All human expectations will be redefined by the 

Gospel in every age. 

Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the 

heavens were opened, and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form, like a dove; and a voice came 

from heaven, “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” (vv. 21-22) 

It is not surprising Jesus was baptized. When an Old Testament priest reached the age at which he was entering 

into his public ministry, he was baptized. He was consecrated, set apart, demonstrating that God had called him 

into service. Jesus is being consecrated into public ministry in this baptism. But there is more. 

People thought the apocalypse would begin with God opening the barrier between Heaven and earth. In the text 

we read how the heavens were indeed opened. Yet rather than a host of angels being sent to destroy, the Holy 



Spirit descends upon Jesus in bodily form, like a dove. Jesus is anointed and empowered by the Holy Spirit for His 

transforming ministry. This event also gives credibility to John's early differentiation between his baptizing with 

water and Jesus baptizing with the Holy Spirit. It is through the same Holy Spirit that we are empowered in our 

ministry. The Holy Spirit continues to play a prominent role throughout all of Luke and Acts (the other Sunday 

lection, Acts 8:14-17, for example). Notice also Jesus was praying. 

In addition to The Son and The Holy Spirit, this passage also has the presence of God the Father (a voice came 

from heaven) claiming “You are my beloved Son; with you I am well pleased.” This blessing derives from two Old 

Testament texts that hold much messianic promise. Beloved Son (in some manuscripts beloved Son; today I have 

begotten you) is thought to connect to Psalm 2:7 and a clear description of the Messianic King. "With you I am 

well pleased" connects to Isaiah 42:1, the Lord's chosen servant and culminates in the sufferings in Isaiah 53. In 

fact, this whole episode sounds similar to the Creation account in Genesis - the Spirit hovers over the face of the 

waters, God speaks, and a new order is created out of apparent chaos (Genesis 1:2f). All members of the Trinity 

are present during Jesus' baptism. He is revealed as God's Anointed King and this role involves suffering and 

death, not power and glory. The verses immediately following this week's primary text are those listing the 

genealogy of Jesus confirming His lineage to David (Luke 3:23-37). 

 

When we reflect on the Baptism of Jesus, we see the first public action of Jesus is to humble Himself. His action 

reminds us of the importance of humility and servant leadership. Even though the world tells us we must be self-

confident and assertive in order to be perceived as successful, we have been called to act otherwise. We must 

humble ourselves and serve. In the Baptism of Jesus we also recognize that we too live in this present evil age. As 

followers of Christ, we have been baptized into the Spirit-empowered reality of the Kingdom of God. We too are 

empowered to take a stand and face evil and injustice in our time. We are Christ's agents in the world today 

reflecting His light. 

The Wednesday lection from Luke continues the light theme of the epiphany with the lamp being a metaphor 

Jesus and His mission. 

“No one after lighting a lamp puts it in a cellar or under a basket, but on a stand, so that those who enter 

may see the light. Your eye is the lamp of your body. When your eye is healthy, your whole body is full of 

light, but when it is bad, your body is full of darkness. Therefore be careful lest the light in you be 

darkness. If then your whole body is full of light, having no part dark, it will be wholly bright, as when a 

lamp with its rays gives you light.” (Luke 11:33-36) 

We are called to be witnesses of God's true light in the world. We are filled with the light of Christ and we are 

called to reflect that light. We are like the Moon. It has no light of its own but reflects the light of the Sun. We 

must be careful that we do not get in the way of the Son's true light. When the Moon gets in the way of the Sun it 

causes a solar eclipse and we cannot see the Sun's light.  

In the Saturday lection from Luke, Jesus is accused of collusion with Satan in casting out demons. The final verse is 

clear that neutrality with respect to Jesus is not possible: "Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever 

does not gather with me scatters" (Luke 11:23). 

As we reflect on the Baptism of Jesus we are encouraged to live out our own baptism and continually repent of 

our complicity with the brokenness of our world. We are called to join in community with one another, and with 

God, in the movement towards a better world, inviting others to join the movement as we go.  
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