
Discipleship in the Lectionary - 01/27/2019 

 

A look at selected readings from the 
week's lectionary through the lens of 
discipleship and disciple-making. 
  
Third Sunday After The Epiphany 

  
Revised Common Lectionary Year C 

Sunday, January 27th Luke 4:14-21;  

Wednesday, January 30th  Luke 4:38-44 

Saturday, February 2nd John 1:43-51 
Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Jesus' first public act recorded in Luke was a sermon 

Being in the season of Epiphany, last week the lectionary focused on what John chose to record as Jesus' first 

public act of ministry - the wedding at Cana and the first of seven signs. Where John used a symbolic act, Luke 

chose to record Jesus' first public act of ministry as a sermon which is detailed in this week's primary text. In just a 

few verses Luke describes a sermon Jesus delivered in his home town in which He very clearly reveals His purpose 

and ministry. What are the implications of this sermon for us today? 

Luke 4:14-21 

And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee, and a report about him went out through all the 

surrounding country. And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified by all. (vv.14-15) 

The opening verses of the text follow the baptism of Jesus (3:21-22) and His temptation in the wilderness. Both 

these events prepare Jesus for His ministry. Note the role of the Holy Spirit. Jesus is first anointed with the Holy 

Spirit at His baptism, descending on Him in bodily form like a dove (3:22) and then being full of the Holy Spirit was 

led by the Spirit in the wilderness for forty days (4.1). This week's text begins with Jesus returning to Galilee in the 

power of the Holy Spirit (4:14). The sequence here is important. This Spirit-led teaching of Jesus in the synagogues 

resulted in Him being glorified by all.  

The Markan and Matthean parallels focus only on Jesus' actions: And he went throughout all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every affliction among 

the people (Matthew 4:23); And he went throughout all Galilee, preaching in their synagogues and casting out 

demons (Mark 1:39). Only Luke notes the reaction of the people and how Jesus was glorified by all. The word 

transcribed as glorified has doxa as its root. "Glory" is often used in the New Testament to represent divine 

worship. Luke's word choice may simply refer to the fame or renown of Jesus through His preaching and teaching 

or there may be a deliberate connection to divinity. 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he went to the 

synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read. (v. 16) 



The piety of Jesus' parents was established in Luke 2:41-51 (the narrative of the boy Jesus in the Temple). What is 

clear from this verse is that Jesus participated in the religious life of His community in His own right. He faithfully 

attended the synagogue in Nazareth on the Sabbath. He was a reader of the Scripture.   

And the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it 

was written, 

 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

    and recovering of sight to the blind, 

    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” (vv.17-19) 

In ancient Israel it was customary for members of the congregation to read from the Law and the Prophets. In this 

case Jesus was handed the scroll of the Prophet Isaiah but it was He who chose to read an amalgam of Isaiah 61:1; 

58:6; 61:2. Given what Jesus says in v. 20, we know Jesus is claiming to be the messianic servant and He is aware 

of the Spirit's anointing. What follows is the blue print for Jesus' ministry: 

(1) To bring the good news to the poor.  In the Old Testament "the poor" (same Greek word is used in the 

Septuagint as used here, ptōchois) referred not necessarily just to the economically poor but also to the 

pious poor - those who were humble, devout and depending upon God. There are spiritual implications 

here. There is good news to the people who have waited and have longed for God. 

(2) To proclaim liberty to the captives. In the Old Testament this referred to those held captive in exile. The 

exile itself was seen as a punishment to Israel for the sins of the nation. Again, there is a deeper meaning 

here. Elsewhere in Luke-Acts, "liberty" often refers to forgiveness of sins (see also Matthew 1:21). 

(3) Recovering of sight to the blind. This refers to both physical and spiritual blindness. 

(4) Set at liberty those who are oppressed.  This refers to healing the sick, casting out demons, addressing the 

oppression by the legalism of man's law added to God's Law and promoting social justice. 

(5) Proclaiming the year of the Lord's favor.  This refers to the Jubilee Year (Leviticus 25:25-28) that saw 

personal liberty, restitution of property and a simple life. Jesus' life and work on the cross enables our 

release from the debt that we owe for our sins. Through Christ our relationship with God, lost because of 

Adam, is restored by the New Adam.   

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him.  And he began to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in 

your hearing.” (v.20) 

The act of sitting down indicates Jesus is about to start teaching. Rabbis taught sitting down. All eyes were upon 

Him expectantly and He certainly did not disappoint - “Today this Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Jesus has proclaimed His mission and purpose. 

It is worth noting that Luke seems to emphasize the word "today" in his Gospel. In addition to its use here in 4:20, 

we find: For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord (2:11); And when Jesus 

came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come down, for I must stay at your house 

today” (19:5); And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son of Abraham 

(19:9);  And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me in paradise” (23:43). To Luke, "today" is 

the moment of transformational change brought about by an encounter with Jesus.   



Secondary Texts 

The intensity of Jesus' focus on His mission and purpose revealed in His first Sermon is seen in the Wednesday 

lection: And when it was day, he departed and went into a desolate place. And the people sought him and came to 

him, and would have kept him from leaving them, but he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the 

kingdom of God to the other towns as well; for I was sent for this purpose.” And he was preaching in the 

synagogues of Judea (Luke 4:42-44).  The first recorded use of "must" (Greek = dei) in connection with the 

intensity of Jesus had for His mission was first noted in the narrative of the boy Jesus in the Temple (Luke 2:49) 

when He replied to His parents, "Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's 

house/about my Father's business?"  

The selected Saturday lection from John addresses the call of the disciples, specifically Philip and Nathanael (John 

1: 43-51). While Jesus engages Philip with the classic "Follow me" call to discipleship (v. 43), it is Philip who 

convinces Nathanael to come to Jesus (vv.45-46). This repeats the pattern earlier where Andrew first followed 

Jesus and then brought his own brother, Simon (later called Peter), to Jesus (John 1:35-42). The classic "Follow 

me" call to discipleship issued to Peter as recorded in the synoptics (Matthew 4:18-22; Mark 1:16-18; Luke 5:1-12) 

is thought to have occurred after Peter had first been introduced to Jesus. The fact that people who encountered 

Jesus invited their immediate family and associates to do the same is not insignificant. We have been commanded 

to do the same (Matthew 28:18-20)! 

 

As we reflect on the selected lectionary readings this week and on Jesus' first recorded sermon, there are three 

clear implications for us.  

(1) We have been called to carry on Jesus' mission. What does being the good news and proclaiming the good 

news look like in our unique time and place? What social injustices do we have to bring awareness to?  

(2) We have been shown how we must invite others to meet Jesus. But we don't stop there. We are 

commanded to make disciples and help others grow in their walk so that they will do likewise.  

(3) We should have the same focus and relentless commitment to this mission as Jesus did. Luke challenges 

us with the word "today". On this very day, how might we, by being led by the Holy Spirit and by the 

power of the Holy Spirit, engage others in interactions that are life-transforming - both physically and 

spiritually? What divine appointments have been set up for us today? Are we prepared to make the most 

of this day, and every day we are given, for the work of the Kingdom? What does today look like when we 

are fully on mission and on message? 
 

 

Jesus Unrolls the Book in the Synagogue (James Tissot, 1836-1902) 
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